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Summary: This paper is concerned with the ethical conflicts that arise for social
work professionals working with men who use violence to control women and
children with whom they have or have had intimate relationships. It suggests that
professionals who are knowledgeable about theoretical frameworks concerning men’s
‘readiness to change’ including ‘resistance’ and ‘motivation’ will be more effective
at managing ethical dilemmas and practising social work in accordance with
evidence-based practice. The paper examines how an adherence to only one
theoretical understanding of domestic violence produces poor outcomes in the
treatment of domestically violent men and can inadvertently increase the risk of
further violence for the victims of domestic violence. 
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